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I present this paper with the divine blessings of my spiritual Gurus ï 

The Sankaracharyas of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, Kanchipuram  

and  

The Sankaracharya of Sringeri Sarada Peetam, Sringeri.  

 

Before I proceed further, I prostrate at Their lotus feet for their guidance and blessings in 

writing this paper. Without their guidance and blessings not a single akshara could have 

been written here. 

 

Preamble 

 

The prime objective of this paper is to engage an attempt to understand Timing the  

renunciation of Sankaracharyas, through a study of basic principles of renunciation, 

sannyasa marga, the Sankara Code of Sannyasa, an examination of birth charts of a few 

Sankaracharyas and the divine guidance and lessons taught by the presiding 

Sankaracharyas of Sringeri and Kanchipuram. 
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The turning point can be any one or a combination of the following possibilities. 

 

-A divine vision or direction 

-Meeting a Guru and receiving diksha or initiation 

-Knowledge driven 

-A planetary combination or dasa period that can initiate the process 

-Bhakti marga



What is Renunciation? 

 

Simply, renunciation means detachment. In Sanskrit it is called vairagya or tapas. 

Renunciation is the essence of sannyasa and infact, spiritual life itself. The Mahanarayana 

Upanishad states  

ñNot by rituals, nor family, nor wealth, but by renunciation alone is immortality attainedò 

 

Man can experience two types of pleasures. Preya, the pleasure that comes through the 

sense organs and Shreya, the pleasure of spiritual bliss that arises beyond the senses.  

Yama (the God death) has described these two pleasures in detail in the Katha 

Upanishad, to Nachiketa, a spiritual aspirant. Lord Yama advises that one should choose 

Shreya,  as Preya leads to direct delusion. 

 

Man is so addicted to the pleasures of the world which is nothing but Maya and he gets 

lost in it. Understanding is sacrificed to the distractions and temptations of the pleasures 

of the world. Therefore, motivation in life is always oriented towards achievement of 

objects and pleasures.  

 

There is nothing wrong with sensual pleasures (preya) except that it leads to lack of 

understanding, unhappiness, dissatisfaction and frustration in the long run. The path of  

spiritual pleasures (shreya) leads to widsom, bliss and happiness. The path of preya is 

easy to adapt, whereas shreya is not an easy one. The path of shreya does not bring 

immediate results. It is impossible to see what the shreya path will lead to and this is the 



reason why a very few tread this path. Shreya marga ensures that oneôs ego is also 

removed. Since attachment reinforces oneôs sense of limited ego, one regards objects as 

ómineô or ónot mineô. It is renunciation that breaks down the fetters of this quality. Once 

dropped of ego and the feeling of attachment, an element of freedom descends to enable 

one soar high in the path of shreya.  This detachment leads to wisdom and wisdom will 

arise in direct proportion to one's level of detachment. Detachment transforms life. A new 

paradigm emerges when life is led without attachment. But detachment is not the 

opposite of attachment. Detachment can be best described as that quality of ódisinterestô 

which is beyond both óinterestô and óno interestô. 

 

The path of shreya stems from an attitude and desire to renunciate. Renunciate what?  

Renunciation is an internal attitude. The aim of a renunciate should be to be as internally 

detached as possible. Material, wealth, women, emotional bondages etc are all to be 

treated with ñdisinterestò. A perfect sannyasin will be one with that state of attitude. He 

will aim to become detached inwardly towards outer events. He would always strive to 

become inwardly detached towards inner events. In the path of shreya, one might 

encounter events such as visions, psycho-kinetics, hearing voices, etc. He should develop 

a disinterest in these events as they can be obstacles to spiritual progress. He would 

eventually aim to become detached with the non-sensual experience shreya, in the same 

way as preya. Both pleasures cannot be renounced until they are known to exist. For 

those who are determined and sincere, they would search for  the signpost ñShreya 

Margaò. The ultimate goal in shreya marga is realising the Brahman-the reality. But it has 

to be understood that an attitude of renunciation or detachment cannot be cultivated. True 



renunciation can arise only through understanding and wisdom. Detachment arises 

gradually from the depth of oneôs being, through insight and understanding.  

 

Luminaries of renunciation 

 

In an attempt to understand renunciation or sannyasa marga, it will be worthwhile to 

recall to our mind some of the known luminaries of renunciation. Lord Shiva is 

considered the archetypal sannyasin. He is the embodiment of sannyasa. He is the 

Yogeshwara-lord of yogis. He is also Tyageshwara-the lord of those who have 

renounced.  Starting from Diogenes of Greece, Christ, Buddha, Guru Nanak, Sri Adi 

Sankara, we can come across many great luminaries of renunciation. In recent times, we 

have had Sri Ramana Maharishi who was a great renunciate and who started 

contemplating on ówho am i?ò. Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Swami Vivekananda, 

Mother Teresa are other great luminaries of renunciation. Luminary is the most apt word 

here, as their life and contributions match the expected lines of almost all upanishads and 

scriptures which deal with sannyasa marga and throws open floodlights for those who 

wish to learn about or pursue the goal of self-realisation, through renunciation. 

 

Sri Adi Sankara or Sankara Bhagavatpada was the greatest sannyasi that this world has 

been blessed with. Born in Kalady, near Cochin in Kerala, he has been considered to be 

an incarnate of Lord Shiva. In his lifespan of 32 years, He not only created works that 

stand tall among scriptures, but also planted the seeds of vast changes to occur in the 

Indian way of life.  His Viveka Chudamani, Aparoksha Anubhuti, Gita bhyasa, 



Sutrabhyasa and profound commentaries on Upanishads are considered crest jewels in 

spiritual domain. 

 

Sri Sankara promoted the Advaita concept and sanatana dharma, the all-encompassing 

eternal code of life contained in the Vedas, that flows as the dynamic force underlying 

and unifying popular Hinduism. He was instrumental in the re-ordering and re-structuring 

of the ancient Sanyasa order. 

 

Sri Sankara has clearly outlined certain dictums for the Sankara order of sanyasa that 

readily offer a clear understanding of Parasara and Jaimini. It is therefore, imperative to 

have an understanding of the Sankara Order of Samnyasa, the Mutts he established and 

the associated traditions, before we attempt to understand the charts of Their Holiness the 

Sankaracharyas belonging to various Mutts.  

 

Understanding the Sankara Code astrologically 

 

Sri Adi Sankaraôs reforms in the ascetic tradition advanced to such a level that only since 

then, an insight into renunciation has been correctly understood. There are four classical 

requirements which the Sankara tradition demands of the renunciant. They are 

discrimination (viveka) between the real and the unreal, renunciation (vairagya) of 

worldy desires, the conjunction of six ethical virtues (sat-sampatti) and deep desire for  

for spiritual liberation (mumksuta). Sri Adi Sankara has consistently elaborated upon 

them as sure signs of competency to sanyasa marga. 



According to the great Guru, these constitute the moral preparation and the moral 

personality of the religious seeker. Sri Sankara has underlined the intellectual nature of 

Advaita vedanta by placing discrimination first. Discrimination, is an understanding of 

reality as propounded by Advaita. It is a rational analysis that differentiates Brahman as 

real (satya) from the false (mithya) universe. It is the mental capacity to distinguish 

between eternal and ephermal values and reality. Though one may advance the argument 

that technically Mercury can be a karaka for discrimination, (as he represents intellect or 

grasping power and mischivious nature, he is also child-like so his connection with 

discrimination is tenuous), since it happens at a mind-level, we have the Moon to reckon 

with. Unless the mana or mind (karaka being Moon) is satisfied with understanding of 

reality, discrimination cannot take place. 

 

Now each of the four requirements is causative of another. In short, renunciation means  

non-attachment. Discrimination, leads to non-attachment which, in turn,  gives rise to 

renunciation. With discrimination one is able to reject outright transitory pleasures or 

enjoyment and sorrow or pain with equanimity, once one has attained the right 

knowledge of objects by perceiving their ephermal and transitory condition. The 

discriminatory mind is turned away from the world of sense objects. Here again, 

astrologically, Moon comes into focus. Knowledge comes from Jupiter or Guru 

(bhratrikaraka). The turning away of the mind stems from the effect of Saturn (hard work, 

service, sacrifice, austerity, deep thinking, patience etc) and Ketu (selflessness, , giving 

up, Moksha). 

     



Renunciation implies a life of austerities. Renunciation and discrimination are 

indispensable for liberation (moksha) from the transmigratory cycle of life and death.  

Discrimination is the one-pointed direction of the mind, which, alongwith discrimination 

structure the moral personality.   

 

Sat-Sampatti refers to a group of six ethical  virtues  which brings about a greater control 

of mind and senses.  

1. Sama or calmness is nothing but resting the mind in the pursuit of the Brahman.  

2. Dama or self-control withdraws the intellect and senses from their objects.  

3. Titiksa or forbearance is the capacity to bear anxieties and afflictions.  

4. Sraddha or faith is an intellectual confirmation and acceptance of the truth of scriptures 

and the guru.  

5. Uparati is, withdrawing the mind from distractions that will prevent the incumbent 

from reverting to previously rejected objects.  

6. Samadhana is concentration of the mind upon Brahman.  

 

In a real sense, these virtues create a personality with pure motivation totally 

dispassionate and controlled. It is here again that the spotlights are focussed on Moon. In 

essence, Moon is the controller that represents the Sat-Sampat values. Placement of 

Moon in Rasi and other vargas will reveal the Sat-Sampat qualities in a native. Perhaps, 

it is not without sound reasoning that Parasara and Jaimini have suggested that the 

Moon and lord of Moon sign to be important grahas to be studied for renunciation. 

 



The fourth important requirement is Mumuksuta, which is the thirst for liberation. Sri 

Sankara says that the person should long to be liberated. It means not only seeking 

freedom from the body, this physical world, the uncertain mind and even egotism but but 

quest for true knowledge of the Self and the Brahman. Here again it is the Moon which 

plays a key role in directing all attention towards achievement of liberation. But we can 

also see Ketu, the mokshakaraka playing a major role in the charts of ascetics. Ketu is the 

only graha that can give true spiritual awakening and liberation finally. Ketu denotes 

selflessness. Ketu also indicates giving up and what is renunciation if not giving up of 

attachment and ego? 

 

Astrologically, if the lord of the Moon sign is impacted by Saturn then renunciation 

occurs. This is just one dictum. The planet which controls sensual element and worldly 

pleasures is Venus and naturally it will also have to be under check from Saturn and Ketu 

in order that significations of Venus are lost and tapasvi yoga is born. A simple tapasvi 

yoga is formed when Saturn is in trines to Venus and Ketu which will render the native 

renounce all worldly pleasures .Or, Venus must be ill-placed or afflicted to deny 

marriage. Total celibacy is an important criterion for renunciation. The UL and 2nd from 

it should also be afflicted in some way that marriage bonds would be denied. If the 8th 

house comes into specific focus then this is another indicator for occult studies, research, 

austerity etc. There are several such combinations that bring about ascetiscm or sannyasa 

marga and the great sages Parasara and Jaimini have discussed them at length. One has to 

have a basic understanding of these combinations and yogas in order to delve deeper into 



understanding charts of ascetics such as Sankaracharyas. Parasara has devoted an entire 

chapter on yogas for ascetiscm. 

 

Then there is an intellectual aspect to this as well. Sankara Bhagavatpada also attributes 

three basic qualities to an ideal sanyasi: Balya (Childlikeness), Panditya (learning and 

competence) and Mouna (silence). 

 

Mercury and Moon have to be examined for Balya (childlikeness); Jupiter for Panditya 

(learning and competence) and the association of Saturn/Rahu on 2nd bhava for mouna 

(silence). All the Sankaracharyas irrespective of the Mutt they belong to, seem to have 

these characteristics. People who have interacted closely with them or have visited them 

often will vouch for this. 

 

Sankara Mutts 

 

Sri Sankara travelled widely all across India and established four Mutts (or ashrams). 

These four Mutts were established, about 700 AD, in four different corners of India.  

 

They are: 

1. Sharada Mutt at Dwaraka in Western India 

2. Shringeri Mutt at Sringeri in Southern India 

3. Jyotir Mutt at Badrinath in Northern India 

4. Govardhana Mutt at Jagannath Puri in Eastern India 



His Holiness Sri Sankara also reorganised the sanyasis in India into ten main groups, thus 

giving birth to the Dasanami (dasa-ten; nami-names) Sanyasa tradition, which are 

 

Giri - one who lives on a hill       

Parvata - one who lives on a mountain     

Sagara - one who lives near the sea      

Vanam - one who lives in the forest      

Aranya - one who lives in the jungle      

Ashrama - one who lives in a hermitage     

Saraswati - one who is well learned      

Tirtha - one who lives near a site with sacred waters    

Puri - one who dwells in a town      

Bharati - one who is without bondage     

 

He also allocated these orders to different Mutts as follows: 

1. Sharada Math - Tirtha, Ashrama 

2. Shringeri Math - Saraswati, Bharati, Puri 

3. Jyotir Math - Giri, Parvata, Sagara 

4. Govardhan Math - Vanam, Aranyam 

 

There are enough evidences to prove that the Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt at Kanchipuram was 

also founded by Sri Sankara after He founded the four Mutts. While the other mutts are 

focussed on a particular discipline prescribed by Sri Adi Sankara, Kanchi Mutt is a 



sarvajna peetam which means that the Acharya at Kanchi is a specialist in a variety of 

disciplines such as vedas, agama, mantra sastra, ganita, siddanta etc and has the capacity 

to answer any question fielded to Him in spiritual matters or otherwise. This has been 

confirmed to your author by HH Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal Himself.  

 

It would be interesting to observe that unlike Kanchi Mutt,  Sringeri is known for its 

specialisation in Sastra, Tarka (logic) and Vedanta. The Acharyas at Sringeri are experts 

in sastras, especially mantra sastras and regularly conduct sadas where sastras, tarka are 

discussed and taught. A rigorous teaching regime that a newly ordained young 

Sankaracharya receives, ensures this knowledge and competence. Not only scholars in 

the sastras teach the young sannyasin, but the presiding Acharya who is the Guru also 

engages the young Sankaracharya in various lessons, for many years. 

 

All Sankara Mutts have a patashala (place to learn) for vedas, sanskrit and sastra studies, 

where besides the Acharya, eminent scholars from outside are also engaged to teach the 

students. The Sringeri Acharya spends several hours each day teaching at the patashala. 

 

Amnaya tradition  

 

The four Mutts established by Sankara are known in the tradition as the amnaya Mutts.  

Sri Adi Sankara with a view to preserve the Vedas for posterity is said to have assigned 

the task of maintaining and preserving one of the four Vedas (the main scriptures of 

Hinduism) to each Mutt. The assignment was as follows: 



1. Sharada Mutt  - Sama Veda 

2. Sringeri Mutt - Yajur Veda 

3. Jyotir Mutt - Atharva Veda 

4. Govardhana Mutt - Rig Veda 

5. Kanchi Mutt-Rig Veda 

The Acharyas and pundits of these four Mutts continue the tradition to this day.  

 

Succession 

 

The successor to the title in a mutt is usually nominated by the presiding Sankaracharya 

of that Mutt. It is quite normal to see Sankaracharyas who have become sannyasis 

directly from the student life, without ever having been grhasthas. This is especially the 

norm in the Kanchi and Sringeri lineage. Thus, a Sankaracharya can be a very young 

man, sometimes barely out of his teens, or even much less, when he takes charge at his 

Mutt. On the other hand, the Puri lineage has seen many heads who have become 

sannyasins quite late in their lives, after passing through the grihastha stage. In cases 

where a Sankaracarya passes away without nominating a successor, or if there is a 

dispute about the succession, the head of one of the other Mutts is consulted to resolve 

the issue.  

 

I understand that all the Sankara Mutts, to date, adhere to one religious sanction which 

may be beyond astrological science. Perhaps, this offers scope for an indepth research. 

Confirmed is the fact that every time a new Sankaracharya is to be chosen, it is only after 



a divine command received by the presiding Acharya of the Mutt. In the case of Sringeri 

Mutt, it is widely believed that Ambaal Sarada will personally direct the presiding 

Acharya and the so-chosen new pontiff-to-be should have divine óclearanceôand in 

confirmation of which, there have been instances in the not-so-distant past. 

 

His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal, the presiding Sankaracharya of 

Sringeri personally told your author that Sankaracharya order of sannyasa was beyond 

astrology. The Sankaracharya at Kanchi also gave a similar hint. This is, also, one of the 

tenets accepted by astrologers on an earlier generation. But both the Acharyas 

encouraged me to write this paper. 

 

Procedure Adopted by Sankara Order 

 

The sanyasa is given by a grihastha (who is a senior vedic brahmin scholar and a priest), 

while the initiation as a Sankaracharya is done by the presiding Acharya. At the time of 

the initiation into sanyasa, the new incumbent is given the four essential ingredients for 

an ascetic life namely, kaashayam (red/ochre robes), danda (bamboo stick vested with 

spiritual authority), kamandala (vessel in a specific shape to carry water), koupeenam 

(loins cloth). The significators for Kaashayam, danda, kamandala and koupeenam are 

Mars, Mercury,  Moon and Saturn respectively. 

 



Then the sacred thread is to be cut after which He receives and chants the preshocharana 

mantra followed by which he declares that he is renunciating everything in this world 

which is: 

Om Bhuh Sannyastam Maya 

(I renounce everything in this earthly plane) 

Om Bhuvah Sannyastam Maya 

(I renounce everything in this astral plane) 

Om Suvah Sannyastam Maya 

(I renounce everything in this heavenly plane) 

Om Bhur Bhuvah Suvah Sannyastam Maya 

(I renounce everything in the three planes- earthly, astral and heavenly) 

Caution: This mantra is given for information-purposes only and is not to be used. 

and then chants the mantra that begins ñAbhayam sarva boothebyah....:ò 

 

HH Sri Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal of Sringeri Mutt explained the preshocharana mantra to 

me at Sringeri, which cannot be disclosed here, due its high sacred power. 

 

The danda given to a Sankaracharya is of bamboo with 5, 7 or 9 nodes that would match 

his height. The cloth that is tied to to the top of the danda is known as danda vastram. The 

rope and the manner in which the danda vastram is tied to the danda is known as danda 

sutram. The manner in which the cloth is folded and tied to the danda is known as Parasu 

mudra. The danda is symbolic of the authority of the Acharya and is invested with 

powers of the divine Peetam. Danda may be changed periodically through a religious 



ritual known as danda sweegaryam. The rules for management of the danda are strict and 

rigid.  

 

On completion of this cermony, the young sanyasi has to go seeking His Guru, who is the 

presiding or Senior Sankaracharya. A new Sankaracharya emerges as a salagrama idol is 

placed on His head and is initiated with the Mahavakyas and given a new diksha name 

(diksha nama). This initiation is given by the presiding or Senior Sankaracharya and is 

usually done in seclusion. The young sanyasi is first initiated with pranava OM followed 

by the Mahavakya of the veda prescribed for the Mutt. Then the other Mahavakyas and 

some mantras are initiated. At Sringeri, the Narayana Ashtakshari is also initiated. It is at 

this ñtimeò that a new Sankaracharya is given to this world. His Holiness Jagadguru Sri 

Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal of Sringeri and His Holiness Sri Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal 

of Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt confirmed to me that it was at this moment of chanting the 

preshocharana mantra that total renunciation occurs. His Holiness Sri Jayendra 

Saraswathi Swamigal hinted at looking at the possibility of an ascetic yoga coming into 

operation at that moment, though many ascetic yogas may be present in the natal chart.  

 

Some dictums and directions for analysis 

 

I have compiled just a few astrological dictums that can cause a native renunciate or even 

embrace sannyasa marga. Some yogas listed here may not make a sannyasi but could 

make a person seek spiritual or religious pursuits. There are several combinations that 



lead to renunciation, but I have chosen a select few that will help focus on Sankara Code 

of sannyasa marga discussed above.  

 

The Perception  

Since Arudha lagna (AL) stands for maya and tell us how a native is perceived by others, 

let us see what combinations with AL yield renunciation. These combinations bring 

Sadhu yoga. 

-Benefics in 3rd and 6th from AL 

-Malefics in 2nd, 4th and 7th from AL 

-Rahu in 7th or 12th from AL 

-A 6/8 or 1/12 relationship between UL and AL 

 

The Seeker 

These combinations increases spiritual propensities and there will be a natural inclination 

or orientation towards renunciation. 

-Saturn aspecting lagna or lagna lord confers Tapasvi yoga. 

-If Venus, Saturn and Ketu are in mutual tries, Tapasvi yoga is formed. 

-If Venus, Saturn and Keu mutually aspect each other and also lagna either in Rasi or 

Navamsa, then Tapasvi yoga is formed. 

 



The Driven 

These natives are driven inwardly by the Atma towards renunciation. Their mind will 

propelled to search for realisation through renunciation. These are known as Pravrajya 

yogas. 

ïSaturn aspecting Moon or the lord of Moon sign, will create the base for renunciation. 

-If Moon occupies a Navamsa of Mars AND is aspected by Saturn (OR) if Moon 

occupies a Drekkana of Mars AND is aspected by Saturn or Mars, this is a sureshot 

combination for renunciation. 

-If Moon is in a rasi or navamsa of Saturn AND has parivartana with Saturn, Pravrajya 

yoga is born. 

-If Jupiter occupies the 9th (dharma sthana) AND Moon, Jupiter and Lagna receive the 

aspect of Saturn, Pravrajya yoga results. 

-If chara AK or Sun (naisargika atmakaraka) conjoins lagnadipathi or is in mutual aspect 

to lagnadipathi, renunciation will occur. 

-If more than 4 planets occupy a rasi, then pravrajya yoga is sure to result. 

 

Though the sages have only talked about Pravrajya yogas, some authors and texts have 

brought out a deeper understanding of Sadhu and Tapasvi yogas.  



Other significant pointers 

AL- Arudha lagna; A5 ï Mantra pada; A7 ï Dara pada; A8 ï Mrityu pada 

A9- the Guru pada or bhagya pada; A10-Rajya pada or karma pada; A3- Bhratri pada 

GL ï Ghatika lagna (signifying power and authority) 

UL ï Upapada lagna 

Atma karaka or AK 

Bhratri karaka or BK 

Affliction to 2nd from UL 

Affliction to Venus AND/OR the 7th bhava 

Ill -placement of Venus or the 7th lord 

Moksha trikonas (4,8 and 12) 

5th house and 5th lord 

9th house and 9th lord 

10th house and 10th lord 

Placement of Rahu and Ketu 

Placement of Jupiter 

Placement of Saturn 

Placement of luminaries 

Position of Karakamsa and a study based on it. 

8th house in D-20 and its trines and 4th house as well. 

Placement of Moon in D-24 

Specific ascetic yogas 



If we can understand the salient features of the Sankara Code discussed above and relate 

it to the astrological factors mentioned above, we will be able to examine charts to 

understand the ñifò, ñhowò and ñwhenò of renunciation. 

 

Understanding the charts of the Sankaracharyas 

 

In what I have researched and studied so far with the charts of Sankaracharyas, not only a 

combination of pravrajya, tapasvi and sadhu yogas can be seen but also some unique 

combinations that drive home the point of renunciation. A good astrologer would do well 

to identify all such combinations, identify the key elements and attempt to time the 

possible period of renunciation using those key elements. 

 

HH Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidya Tiirtha Swamigal of  

Sringeri Sri Sarada Peetam 

 

Sri Abhinava Vidya Tiirtha Swamigal was a great sage who treaded on the footsteps of 

His Guru Sri Chandrasekara Barathi Swamigal. Sri Acharyal was initiated into Sankara 

sannyasa marga by His Guru at a young age. Sri Acharyal was known for his affection 

and compassion towards humanity. His bountiful grace on devotees was well known and 

many families worldwide have sought his divine blessings and solutions for their 

problems. He was a great tapasvi and was well known for his deep meditation. He was an 

expert in yogas, mantra sastras and vedas. Sri Acharyal received initiation on May 21, 

1931 at Sringeri. That night when Sri Acharyal went to sleep, he had a dream in which he 



had a vision of Lord Shiva who taught him several yogas. That night and in a series of 

seven dreams, He was taught by Lord Shiva himself. Sri Acharyal had revealed this to his 

most beloved disciple Sri. R.M.Umesh, PhD., himself a great tapasvi and yogi and this 

has been authenticated as accurate information, by the presiding Acharya of Sringeri in  

ñYoga, Enlightenment and Perfectionò published by Sri Vidyatheertha Foundation. 

 

Chart 1: HH Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidya Tiirtha Swamigal  

  Birth time has been confirmed by the current Sankaracharya of Sringeri 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chart 2: HH Abhinava Vidya Tirtha - Navamsa 

 

Chart 3: HH Abhinava Vidya Tirtha - Dasamsa 

 

 



Chart 4: HH Abhinava Vidya Tirtha - Vimsamsa 

 

Chart 5: HH Abhinava Vidya Tirtha - Siddhamsa 

 



Sri Acharyalôs chart is one which offers not only an interesting analysis but also teaches a 

few astrological principles. Even His chart teaches us some fundamental philosophy of 

fusion of mind with the soul in search of liberation. That should speak immensely about 

this great Guru. 

 

The combination of Sun and Moon is commonly regarded as amavasya and natives with 

such a combination are generally feared to have lot of troubles. But if well supported by 

planets, such charts can reveal to this world, a great spiritualist. Note Acharyaôs lagna. 

Scorpio, the 8th house in kalapurushaôs chart is generally reckoned to be a secretive 

house, associated with occultism, spirituality. Scorpio rises with Mercury in it. Mercury 

in lagna being the karaka for speech, His Holiness Acharya was well known for his 

exemplary spiritual discourses, clarity, wits and sense of humour. A vargottama 

retrograde Jupiter, who is in Anyonya yoga with Venus, thus as if in own house, in a 

kendra aspecting lagna makes it very strong. Note GL (power and authority) also 

occupies Lagna. Further, lagna lord Mars occupies the 10th, where it gets digbala. Saturn 

in 9th unaspected will give strong pravrajya yoga. Saturn is exalted in the 8th in D-10. 

 

Now let us examine the luminaries. This is a very interesting case of Sun and Moon 

occupying the 12th. The 12th house is known for high spiritualism, meditation and 

moksha. Moon the karaka for mind in conjunction with the AK Sun especially in the 12th 

is an unique combination that would unleash high level of spirituality. It naturally 

indicates that the mind is drawn at the atma-level towards moksha or liberation. An 

interesting point is that Moon being 9th lord representing dharma placed in the 12th 



indicates that the nativeôs dharma is inclined towards moksha and all 12th house spiritual 

activities. Similarly, the 10th lord Sun in the 12th indicates that the nativeôs karma in this 

janma will be inclined towards moksha and all 12th house spiritual activities. It is also 

interesting to note that Sun represents ego whereas Moon represents ever-changing mind, 

both going to 12th indicates total lack of ego and steadfast mind, horoscope of a true 

Yogi indeed. The Acharya was a great exponent of yogas, meditation and often practised 

nirvikalpa and savikalpa samadhis. His Holiness often spoke about liberation too.  

 

The 12th house in His D-20 further confirms His deep meditation, mysticism and yogas 

etc as Jupiter and Sun aspect it as also rasi drishti from Mars which is in trines to it. 9th 

from karakamsa lagna is dharma devata Jupiter who is conjoined with AK Sun with rasi 

drishti from Venus and Mars. This powerful combination of Sun and Jupiter aspect the 

12th in D-20. Note Jupiter is his 2nd and 5th lord and Sun is his 10th lord in Rasi.  

 

Jupiter occupies 12th from karakamsa indicating that He would worship Lord Shiva, 

which He did. Sri Chandramouleeswara is the name of the Shiva linga worshipped at the 

Sankara Mutts.   

 

Naturally, in D-1, with the 9th and 10th lords in the 12th, a very powerful 

Dharmakarmadipathi yoga is formed. Ketu the co-lord of the Ascendant placed in the 8th 

indicates strong spiritual inclinations. Ketu placed in 8th which is a mokshatrikona 

indicates orientation towards moksha and also interest in occult, spiritual and esoteric 

matters. 



Venus, the 7th lord is placed in the 2nd which is technically good placement but is 

severely afflicted by Rahu. Venus in 6th in Navamsa in marana karaka sthana indicating 

self-denial of sensual pleasures. 

 

Sri Acharya had once indicated that His ishta devata was Lord Narasimha. Retro Jupiter 

in 12th from karakamsa aspected by Saturn, Merc, indicating a ugra Vishnu form.  

 

Lagna lord Mars in 10th bestowed him with excellent administrative abilities and 

discipline in work at the Sringeri Mutt. This combination also gives a powerful raja yoga 

which makes the native a powerful authority in his work. Since Mars gets digbala in the 

10th, Mars aspecting Scorpio makes lagna very powerful. Besides, 2nd and 5th lord 

Jupiter, Mars aspecting Mercury, being the karaka for speech, makes the native highly 

competent in tarka sastra, for which the Sringeri Mutt is famous for. This combination 

gives authority over speech. This confers Maharaja yoga. Lord of the 5th and Lagna 

having sambadha with Lagna or 5th house constitutes Maharaja yoga. Here Lagna Lord 

aspects both Lagna and 5th house and 5th Lord aspects Lagna. Both are also Paraspara 

karakas.  

 

Mars, the lagna lord is in Makha nakshatra ruled by Ketu who is placed in 9th. Ketu 

denotes selflessness, renunciation and moksha. We have already discussed above the 

significations of Ketu. So the native himself is given to selflessness, renunciation and 

moksha. 

 



2nd from UL is aspected by the nodes and Mars indicating that denial/break of marriage 

is another important factor in charts of saints. Jupiter retrograde, vargottama and in 

parivartana with Venus, the Kalatra Karaka, placed in 7th house, proves the dictum of 

Jupiter damaging one of the indications of the house in which he is placed. 

 

Moon in a sthira rasi in D-24 indicates focussed mind. Note the 4th house in D-24 

contains a well placed Jupiter and Venus, indicating traditional knowledge of the vedas 

and sastras. 

 

Lagna and Mercury (aspected by 2nd and 5th lord Jupiter) in trines to A5 produced in His 

Holiness, a greatest exponent and expert in mantras who guided the general public and all 

those who sought it, with mantra upadesa.  

 

This is further confirmed in D-20 where 2nd and 5th lord Mercury occupies 9th and is in 

trines with A5 and Moon. Moon happens to be 9th lord in Rasi. 

 

Timing renunciation 

 

I am inclined to think that the mokshatrikonas or their lords and Guru pada A9 are most 

important factors in trying to time renunciation in the charts of Sankaracharyas. AL, A5, 

Saturn, Jupiter, Moon and lord of the moon sign are definitely excellent points to look at. 

His Holiness was initiated by his Guru, HH Jagadguru Sri Chandrasekara Bharathi 

Swamigal on May 22, 1931 at Sringeri. Though the sages have given Drig dasa to time 



renunciation accurately, I have attempted to identify some common factors and examine 

the time of renunciation through Vimsottari and Narayana dasa of D1 and D-20, as well. 

 

Under Vimsottari dasa scheme 

 

Srinivasan, was his poorvashrama name before initiation into Sankara sannyasa marga. 

The native was running the fag end of Rahu mahadasa-Moon antardasa-Mars Pratyantar 

dasa. Rahu occupies the 2nd and is debilitated. Rahu would give results of Jupiter who is 

placed in a kendra and aspects lagna. Rahu is placed in 3rd from Sun. Rahuôs dispositor 

Jupiter is placed in 8th from Sun, indicating spiritual aspiration of the atma. Moon 

occupies the 12th which is a mokshatrikona and blends with the atmakaraka Sun 

indicating strong mumuksuta (desire for liberation). Mars is the lagna lord placed in 10th 

and by virtue of its gaining digbala and a rajayoga, it conferred power and authority as a 

spiritual head of a very large Mutt called Sringeri Sankaracharya Samsthan. 

 

Vimsottari Dasa (started from Moon): 

 Rah MD: 1915-10-10 (16:40:25) - 1933-10-10 (07:29:18) 

  Moo AD: 1931-03-20 (01:55:50) - 1932-09-21 (18:02:33) 

   Mar PD: 1931-05-04 (22:56:39) - 1931-06-06 (16:37:55) 

 

Note Moon is the dispositor of A5 and occupies the 12th. Note A9 occupies the 12th. The 

12th house also happens to be the Guruôs home or ashram. Note involvement of lord of 

AL, lagna lord, mokshatrikonas (4,8 & 12), 4th, 8th, 9th lords and 10th house. Simply 



put, Srinivasan became His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidya Tiirtha Swamigal. 

Astrologically, I am inclined to think that the change in diksha nama was due to 

involvement of the lord of AL. It is interesting to note that in transit Sun was aspecting 

his Lagna and Moon was in 9
th
 house, his own Rasi. Saturn and Moon were aspecting 

each other in 3/9 axis, Jupiter lord of the 5th being in 8
th
 house. 

 

Under Drig dasa scheme 

Drigdasa (religious and spiritual activities): 

 Ta MD: 1926-11-13 (15:48:35) - 1933-11-13 (10:55:00) 

  Cn AD: 1930-12-13 (7:37:42) - 1931-07-13 (23:22:36) 

   Cn PD: 1931-05-20 (1:14:08) - 1931-06-07 (7:05:47) 

 

Ta is occupied by a retro Jupiter who is in vargottama carrying blessings from the past. 

Jupiter is the lord of 2nd and 5th and there is a parivartana between Venus and Jupiter. 

Venus is not only the lord of the 7th and 12th, but occupies Sg, which is Paaka rasi 

conjoined Rahu. Mars occupies 9th from paaka rasi and by itself is strong to cause a 

yoga. Ta is in the 8th from Sun, indicating spiritual path and has rasi drishti from A9, A5, 

A11, A7 and GL. Saturn, Sun and Moon also have rasi aspect on Ta. We have already 

examined the qualities of these planets in this chart and how these can aid renunciation. 

So Ta Drig dasa gave Him renunciation. Cn contains Saturn, which has rasi drishti on 

lagna causing renunciation. Reckoned from the Moon, Saturn in Cn, receives virtually 

unobstructed argala from Mars, Sun, Moon, Jupiter all of which contribute to 

renunciation taking place.  



 

Under Narayana dasa scheme 

 

Narayana Dasa of D-1 chart (a versatile phalita rasi dasa): 

 Cn MD: 1929-11-13 (10:12:04) - 1938-11-13 (17:44:39) 

  Sg AD: 1931-05-12 (06:33:44) - 1932-02-10 (13:03:33) 

   Ta PD: 1931-05-12 (06:33:44) - 1931-06-04 (16:23:23) 

 

Note A5 occupies Cn.Cn is the 9th rasi from lagna. Sg is occupied by 4th lord Rahu and 

12th lord Venus. Paka rasi is Li which contains Moon and AK Sun in the 12th bringing 

into focus significations of the 12th house. We have already discussed the power stored 

in the 12th house of this chart. The 2nd and 5th lord Jupiter occupies Ta, a kendra from 

lagna and the initiation into Sankara sannyasa marga took place. 

Here we can clearly see that lords of mokshatrikona (4,8 &12), 9th house, Jupiter, A5, 

AK, the luminaries Sun and Moon are involved. Though one cannot predict the exact date 

based on this approach, some indicative dates can be arrived at. 

 

Vimsamsa D-20 Narayana Dasa 

 

Narayana Dasa of D-20 chart (a versatile phalita rasi dasa): 

 Sg MD: 1924-11-13 (03:35:00) - 1934-11-13 (16:58:37) 

  Le AD: 1930-09-14 (02:51:35) - 1931-07-13 (23:22:35) 

   Cn PD: 1931-04-26 (19:00:00) - 1931-05-22 (15:35:30) 



Vimsamsa the chart that explains the spirituality of a person can also reveal many 

interesting facts such as the elevation of consciousness of a person in the shreya marga 

which will ultimately lead to realising the Brahman-the reality. The karyesha in a D-20 

chart is the 8th house. In his D-20, it was during the Vimsamsa Narayana mahadasa of 

Sg-the 8th house-Antardasa of Leo-Pratyantardasa of Cancer, he was initiated and 

received diksha. 8th lord Jupiter conjoins Sun. Note Mars occupies Leo. Here again, we 

can see the mokshatrikonas in play.  

 

Note Venus lagna lord of D-20 is comfortably placed its own house alongwith guru pada 

A9. Saturn 9th and 10th lord occupies 2nd, while Moon occupies the 5th and Mercury, 

dispositor of Saturn and Moon, occupies the 9th. There is a parivartana between the 2nd 

and 9th lord indicating strong interplay among divine forces. This further confirms the 

high level of consciousness that the native will realise in his life. It can be found almost 

in every all books written on Him, that Sri Acharya on 10th of December, 1935, just 

within a few years of His initiation into sannyasa marga, reached a supreme state of 

consciousness and bliss and remained in that state throughout, thereafter. 

For the benefit of further research, I reproduce below dates of major events of the final 

phase of Sri Acharyaôs sadhana.( duly authenticated  by the current Acharya of Sringeri): 

10.12.1935 Thursday :: Vision and blessing of Lord Shiva 

11.12.1935 Friday :: Commencement of nirguna-dhyana after scripture-based reflection 

12.12.1935 Saturday :: Attanment of savikalpa-samadhi on Brahman 

15.12.1935 Tuesday :: Attainment of nirvikalpa-samadhi on Brahman 

17.12.1935 Thursday :: Final realisation of and establishment in Brahman. 



HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal- the present Sankaracharya at 

Sringeri Sarada Peetam 

 

The presiding Acharya of the Sringeri Sarada Peetam is His Holiness Jagadguru Sri 

Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal, who is considered a great sage of contemporary times. His 

Guru was His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Abhinava Vidya Tiirtha Swamigal. Known for His 

authoritative knowledge in tarka, vedas and sastras, His Holiness was kind enough to 

bless me with considerable advice and guidance.  

 

Chart 6 : HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal  

 Time has been confirmed to be correct by His Holiness to me. 

 

 

 



Chart 7 : HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha -Navamsa 

 

 

In the chart we find some excellent combinations of ascetic yogas in operation. Saturn 

aspects Lagna and lagna lord. Saturn aspecting lagna lord and/or Jupiter causes a very 

strong Pravrajya yoga. We can see a strong Saturnôs aspect on lord of Moon sign and 

Lagna in Navamsa, as well.  2nd house from UL being malefic house or aspected by 

malefic gives rise to Pravajya Yoga or one loses his wife.  

 

adhyäya 1 pada4 sutra 2 of Jaimini Upadesa Sutra says 

tÇ papSy papyaege àìJya daranazae va, 

tatra päpasya päpayoge pravrajyä däränäço vä| 
 



Saturn aspecting AL makes a person qualify for Sadhu yoga. Rahu is in 12th from AL is 

also an indicator of Sadhu yoga. This indicates that the native is turned away from 

material world and made a highly spiritualistic person. 

 

In Acharyaôs chart, AK Sun conjoining lagna lord Jupiter is an important combination for 

Sadhu yoga. Note this is further aspected by Saturn. This is a very powerful combination 

for renunciation. Saturn is in Simhaasanaamsa which means a ólionôs seatò and refers to a 

kingôs throne. The Sringeri Samsthan is regarded as a ñraja peetamò. 9th lord and AK 

Sun is in Gopuraamsa which makes Acharya highly spiritual and organise many homas 

(rites) as in past life. HH Sri Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal has organised tens of hundreds of 

homas to be performed during the past several years. In December 2004, I  was blessed to 

be present at a grand homa conducted at Sringeri, in which the Acharya took an active 

part. 

 

The combination of 9th lord Sun and 4th lord Jupiter in the 4th makes Him, highly 

learned. Jupiter in the 4th indicates knowledge and expertise of  vedas and vedangas. In 

D-24 Siddhamsa, Saturn and Jupiter occupy the 2nd conferring a powerful Brahma yoga. 

AK Sun with Jupiter in pure and divine Pisces makes the native a recipient of the favour 

of the ruling class and also high spiritual advancement. The Sringeri Acharyas have 

always known to be patronised by the ruling class, right from the kings of those days to 

the modern governments. Sringeri Samasthan also has a royal flavour to its operations as 

it has received the respect and patronage of the royal families for centuries. 

 



Sri Acharyaô s exceptional intelligence and brilliance can be attributed to the powerful 

Dhimantah yoga formed due to the aspect between  lagna lord and 3rd lord Saturn. This 

is supported by placement of a strong Jupiter as Jupiter is the karaka for Dhi or supreme 

intelligence. 

 

Note the 12th house. The 12th (4th from 9th) represents the Guruôs home. Therefore the 

12th house is the ashrama or the peetam to which He was brought into, to be a sanyasi of 

the Sankara order. HH Barathi Tiirtha Swamigalôs 12th house contains A10 ïrajya pada. 

The Sringeri Sarada Peetam has always been in royal limelight for centuries and is known 

for its richness, splendour and pomposity. The dispositor of A10, Mars has conjoined 

Mercury (10th lord) in the 5th, while the other co-lord Ketu occupies the 9th. 12th house 

also signifies meditation and both Acharya and His Guru have been known for their 

practice of deep meditation. 

 

Ketu in the 9th, Mercury and Mars in 5th, Jupiter and Sun in 4th bestows Matsya yoga. 

According to Jataka Parijatha, Matsya yoga confers knowledge of astrology and qualities 

such as compassion, virtues, intelligence, learning and religious strength. 

 

Mantrapada A5 in the 2nd is a powerful combination with its dispositor going to the 10th. 

Further, GL is also in the 2nd signifying authority or panditya (knowledge) over what He 

speaks. Acharya is known to be an expert in mantra sastra and is known to give mantra 

upadesa to the needy and those who deserve it.  

 



HH Jagadguru Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal is well known for his mouna vrata that he 

observes periodically, especially on Ekadasi tithi. Note the influence of Rahu on his 2nd 

house. Further note 8th lord Moonôs drishti on the 2nd house. 

 

Venus in marana karaka sthana in 6th, both in Rasi and Navamsa indicating the nativeôs 

disposition towards women and marriage. 8th lord Moon conjoining Venus indicates self-

denial of the same and observance of strict celibacy. Venus happens to be his chara 

darakaraka, as well. Note that Saturn is in trines to Venus and Moon (both placed in artha 

trikona) signifying non-attachment or disinterest in wealth, fortune etc. 

 

Chart  8: HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha -Siddhamsa 

 

 



Take Siddhamsa D-24, the chart of learning, education. Note there is a powerful Brahma 

yoga involving Jupiter (4th lord) and Saturn (5th lord) in the 2nd. Panditya in vedas is 

shown due to this placement. 

 

Timing renunciation 

 

 

Under Vimsottari dasa scheme 

 

 

Vimsottari Dasa (started from Moon): 

 Jup MD: 1974-01-08 (07:31:06) - 1990-01-08 (09:57:35) 

  Jup AD: 1974-01-08 (07:31:06) - 1976-02-25 (03:40:00) 

   Mer PD: 1974-08-25 (05:12:18) - 1974-12-12 (20:49:21) 

 

Saturn aspects lagna lord Jupiter. Jupiter has conjoined Sun indicating the desire of the 

atma towards apara vidya-the knowledge that is never destroyed in th cosmic cycle of 

births and deaths. Sun represents illumination and Jupiter is the karaka for dhi. Dhi is the 

power of discrimination through knowledge. Being placed in a pure divine Pisces, Jupiter 

mahadasa is certain to bring the native to spiritual levels of a high order. Sun (lord of the 

9th, dharma) is placed in Revathi nakshatra who is ruled by Mercury. Mercury occupies 

the 5th-the bhava that deals with mantras, knowledge, following etc. Now we can deduce 

what a Jupiter mahadasa can bestow on the native of this chart. 

 



Jupiter is in the 11th from Moon. Jupiter is in a constellation of Uttarabhaadra ruled by 

Saturn. Now this Saturn aspects Jupiter. Jupiter is the lagna lord. The antardasa of Jupiter 

will ensure that the nativeôs mind was focussed on renunciation. Since Jupiter is the lord 

of Arudha lagna, this antardasa will bring changes in the way the native will be 

perceived. Placed in pure Meena rasi, the native will be associated with divinity and 

religion. 

 

HH Acharyaôs chart has a powerful Hamsa yoga with Jupiter in the 4th in his own Meena 

rasi. In Acharyaôs chart, 10th lord Mercury  is with the 5th lord Mars in the 5th. This is a 

rajayoga. Dr B V Raman has said that presence of a rajayoga will not hinder the 

fructification of ascetic yoga. This 10th and 5th lord combination is very powerful. 

Mercury happens to be chara bhratri karaka (Guru). Further, Mercury is the dispositor of 

Saturn and together with a strong Mars (5th and 12th lord) causes considerable argala on 

AL, Jupiter and Sun. Naturally, Mercury Pratyantardasa brought Him close to His Guru 

to receive sannyasa diksha. 

 

Under Drig dasa scheme 

Drigdasa (religious and spiritual activities): 

 Li MD: 1972-04-10 (9:11:54) - 1979-04-11 (4:18:38) 

  Le AD: 1974-08-13 (18:45:39) - 1975-03-11 (20:32:52) 

   Ta PD: 1974-10-24 (10:34:45) - 1974-11-10 (22:21:19) 

 



Libra contains A9. A9 - guru pada is a significant component in the charts of renunciates 

such as the Sankaracharyas as it also indicates the entry of a diksha Guru in their life. 

Lord of Libra, Venus has conjoined 8th lord Moon in Ta, and is trines to Saturn (which 

by itself qualifies for renunciation) and the 2nd, resulting in totally no desire for ñarthaò 

or wealth related matters or Venus related matters. A powerful rajayoga in the 5th aspects 

Libra as also rasi drishti from Venus, Moon and Ketu, leading to total renunciation. 

 

As discussed above, Libra is also the 2nd from UL aspected by malefics, which can cause 

renunciation.  

 

Le contains Ketu, a powerful mokshakaraka, whose dispositor Sun is the AK conjoined 

Jupiter lord of Arudha. We have already seen the significations of Jupiterôs placement in 

Uttarabhaadra nakshatra, ruled by Saturn. Naturally, renunciation occurred during Libra 

drig dasa-Leo antardasa-Taurus pratyantardasa. 

 

Under Narayana dasa scheme 

 

Narayana Dasa of D-1 chart (a versatile phalita rasi dasa): 

 Pi MD: 1971-04-12 (03:01:01) - 1983-04-12 (04:57:47) 

  Sg AD: 1974-04-11 (21:33:22) - 1975-04-12 (03:43:26) 

   Vi PD: 1974-10-15 (08:47:07) - 1974-11-14 (09:23:22) 

 



Pisces is occupied by lagna lord Jupiter and AK Sun. Pisces also houses Arudha Lagna. 

Pisces is also the paaka rasi. Saturn aspecting this combination, Pisces mahadasa should 

kick-start the process of renunciation. A10 rajya pada is in the 9th from dasa lagna 

showing royal gains. Sg is the 8th house when reckoned from Moon indicating 

Sagittarius contains lagna rasi aspected by Saturn, 4th lord and AK Sun. Sg receives 

argala from A5, Jupiter and Sun and A9. Further, Sg is in trines to the powerful raja yoga 

occurring in the 5th house and Ketu, which can aid in Sg antar Narayana dasa 

contribution to renunciation. Virgo contains Saturn the planet which we have seen above 

to be a basis for renunciation in this chart. 

 

Chart  9: HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha -Vimsamsa 

 

 

 



Vimsamsa D-20 Narayana Dasa 

Narayana Dasa of D-20 chart (a versatile phalita rasi dasa): 

 Vi MD: 1971-04-12 (03:01:01) - 1979-04-12 (04:19:34) 

  Le AD: 1974-08-14 (19:16:52) - 1975-04-12 (03:43:26) 

   Le PD: 1974-11-04 (10:27:59) - 1974-11-24 (07:14:07) 

 

Vi contains Mars-the 5th and 12th lord and a powerful planet in Rasi chart. Vi also 

contains A5 and A11, which are very significant. A5 in Vimsamsa indicates time of 

receiving diksha. A11 indicates gains out of renunciation. So Vi is an accurate indicator. 

Note Vi is also the 2nd from UL in D-20. Virgo receives argala from Saturn and A9. 

Paaka rasi is Cp, which contains Mercury, dispositor of Moon and Venus which the 

dispositor of AL, in mutual trines. Mercury is the 10th lord of Rasi which forms a 

powerful yoga in the 5th house in Rasi. A9 occupies Cn which receives the aspect of 

Jupiter, Sun, Venus and Mercury indicating high level of spiritual enlightenment of His 

Guru, while its lord Moon is in the 12th therefrom. 

 

Leo antardasa in D-20 Narayana dasa contributed to renunciation, as it is aspected by its 

lord Sun, which is the AK and placed in the 8th house. Sun plays a major role in the Rasi 

chart as well. Saturn has rasi drishti on Leo. 

 

Thus, we can identify several common factors that emerge out of this analysis. 



Muhurtha  

 

Neelakanta Dikshitar, has said in his works, that no muhurtha is required for a person to 

renunciate and enter the sanyasa marga. Though he had made the remark in a casual and 

lighter vein, the fact seems appropriate. It has been said that muhurtha is more suitable 

for occassions such as marriage, griha pravesh, pukumsuvana and such auspicious 

functions or mundane events such as swearing-in, opening of business, signing of 

agreements etc. When I discussed this issue with the presiding Sankaracharyas of 

Sringeri and Kanchipuram, I received an almost identical reply. Sringeri Acharya 

explained how insignificant a muhurtha was for the initiation and also explained that it is 

the ñmindò (read Moon, as Moon is karaka for mind) alone that matters for Sankara order 

of sannyasa, as was elaborated by His Guru. 

 

Both at Sringeri and Kanchi, no muhurtha is fixed for the event. This is very significant 

for understanding deeper philosophy behind the divine science of Astrology, especially 

muhurtas. Shankaracharyas have authority over vedas and all vedangas one of which is 

Astrology. It will be interesting to note that the presiding Acharya usually emerges out of 

a puja and announces the date and time. It is only for the coronation ceremony as a 

peedathipathi that astrologers are consulted and a muhurtha is fixed. But then this paper 

focuses on the timing of renunciation which occurs with the utterance of the 

preshocharana mantra, initiation of the pranava, the Mahavakyas and some mantras, 

which has been confirmed by the presiding Sankaracharyas of Sringeri and Kanchi to be 

the exact moment of renunciation. 



However, for purposes of research, I have given below the chart at time of initiation of 

His Holiness Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tiirtha Swamigal as a Sankaracharya .The time was 

given by His Holiness Himself. Perhaps, this chart can be discussed at length.  

 

Chart  10: HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tirtha ï Initiation into Sannyasa 

Time was given to me by His Holiness himself 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chart  11: HH Jagadguru Sri Barathi Tirtha ï Initiation into Sannyasa-Navamsa 

 

 

Having examined a few charts to understand the basis of renunciation, we can try an 

attempt to time renunciation. Here is the chart of HH Jagadguru Sri Chandrasekarendra 

Saraswati Swamigal who shone as one of the stars of the first magnitude in the galaxy of 

luminaries that adorned the spiritual firmament of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. He was 

known for His profound erudition, nobility, spiritual eminence and simplicity. He was 

regarded as an incarnation of Sri Adi Sankara by those who respected Him. He was a 

great tapasvi and often observed mouna vrata, kashta mouna and at times tapas for 

several days. 

 



Chart  12: HH Jagadguru Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswati Swamigal, Kanchi   

 

Chart  13: HH Jagadguru Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswati Swamigal-Navamsa 

 


